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Appearing below is a partial list of individuals questioned by Chilean civilian authorities in an
ongoing investigation into the 1976 murder of Orlando Letelier in Washington, DC. Letelier served
as foreign minister and ambassador to the US during the administration of Salvador Allende,
who was deposed in a 1973 military coup. The list is followed by a chronology of recent events
surrounding the investigation. (See LADB's Chronicle of Latin American Economic Affairs issues
02/02/89 and 05/15/90 for background information.) * Retired Gen. Manuel Contreras Sepulveda,
former director of the National Intelligence Bureau (DINA, the secret police force dismantled in
1977), arrested on Sept. 23. According to testimony by persons who carried out the assassination,
Contreras gave the order for the killing. Contreras is also being questioned in connection with
the detention and disappearance of three people by DINA operatives in 1974. * Pedro Espinoza
Bravo, DINA's head of operations in 1976, arrested Sept. 23. He gave orders for the assassination
along with Contreras, and provided false passports for Michael Townley and Monica Lagos to
travel to the US. * Mariana Callejas, civilian DINA agent, and former spouse of Michael Townley,
a key witness in the case. Interrogated on Aug. 21. She is the only DINA agent to whom Townley
confessed that the mission's aim was to kill Letelier. On the day before the assassination she told
Espinoza that a bomb had been placed in Letelier's car. * Monica Luisa Lagos, DINA agent who
traveled to the US in 1976 with a false passport under the name of Liliana Walker Martinez. Her
mission was to accompany Armando Fernandez Larios and to provide cover during preparations
for the assassination. (Larios turned himself in to US authorities.) Interrogated on Aug. 21, and
arrested due to contradictory testimony. Unconditionally released on Oct. 8. * Enrique Montero
Marx, deputy interior minister in 1978. Montero informed former Chilean ambassador to the US,
Jose Miguel Barros, that Contreras was responsible for the plan to assassinate Letelier. Interrogated
on Oct. 2. * Lt.Col. Vianel Valdivieso Cervantes, former DINA telecommunications chief. Valdivieso
was informed of Townley's trips to the US to purchase electronic gear for DINA, and participated
in meetings during which Townley was given instructions to conceal participation in the Letelier
murder. Interrogated on Oct. 3. * Police chief Viviana Palmira Almuna Guzman ("Pepa"), former
head of DINA women's division. Acted as instructor for Monica Lagos. Interrogated for the first time
on Oct. 4. * Jose Miguel Barros, former ambassador to the US, currently serving as ambassador to
France. Interrogated in connection with former interior minister Montero's statements. * Alejandra
Damiani, former personal secretary to Michael Townley, and DINA's "Quetropillan" brigade.
Interrogated on Sept. 30. * Veronica Toro Iturra, former employee of Exprinter travel agency,
used by DINA. Interrogated in connection with purhcase of airline tickets for Townley, Larios and
"Liliana Walker." * Rafael Otero Echeverria, journalist and former congressperson, in charge of the
Chilean embassy in Washington the day of the assassination. Interrogated Oct. 10. He told reporters
that Letelier's assassination originated as a conspiracy by the CIA and the KGB to discredit the
government of Gen. Augusto Pinochet. According to Otero, Michael Townley was a CIA operative.
Oct. 14: The Supreme Court issued a decision permitting judge Adolfo Banados to continue the
investigation. The court voted 5 to 1 to defeat a petition by retired Gen. Contreras challenging the
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competency of Banados to hear the case. Contreras argued that the case be returned to the military
courts. Oct. 17: In a public statement, Espinoza Bravo said that in 1978, the US government planned
to have Espinoza plead guilty to the crime. The purpose of Washington's "conspiracy" was to
discredit the Pinochet regime, in order for air force Gen. Gustavo Leigh to replace Pinochet. Oct. 21:
Banados accepted a petition filed by Contreras' attorney requesting the testimony of Venezuelan
President Carlos Andres Perez. However, Banados rejected a petition requesting testimony of US
President George Bush, who was CIA director at the time of the 1976 assassination. Oct. 26: During
a press conference in Caracas, President Perez denied accusations by Contreras that he or any
Venezuelan intelligence service had prior knowledge of the plot to assassinate Orlando Letelier.
On the contrary, he said, "the Venezuelan police had an active participation in identifying those
responsible for the crime." During Perez's first term as president (1974-1979), Perez and other
Venezuelan officials were instrumental in the release of Letelier from prison on Chile's Dawson
Island. Following the assassination, Venezuela received Letelier's remains for burial. Nov. 5: The
lawyer representing the US government, Alfredo Etcheberry, denied statements by Contreras,
asserting that "Michael Townley was never an agent of the CIA." Nov. 10: According to Santiago
daily newspaper La Nacion, the trial has produced evidence that in 1975 a special group of DINA
agents led by Michael Townley manufactured the lethal nerve gas Sarin. A letter written by Townley
indicated that Sarin was used in 1976 by DINA's "Mulchen" brigade to kill Santiago real estate
assessor Renato Leon Zenteno, and army private and DINA agent Manuel Leyton. The nerve gas
was also transported to the US in a Chanel No. 5 perfume bottle for use in killing Letelier. Nov. 18:
The Supreme Court voted 3 to 2 in favor of maintaining indictments for murder and falsification
of passports against retired Gen. Manuel Contreras and Pedro Espinoza. The ruling was perceived
as symbolic toward limiting the impunity of the army, and helping to restore the independence
of the judiciary. Nov. 21: Army commander Gen. Pinochet issued a communique stating that Brig.
Pedro Espinoza continues on active duty status, and the high command does not "anticipate" his
removal from said status. Dec. 1: In a televised interview, Cuban Virgilio Paz Romero currently
serving a 12-year prison term in the US for involvement in the Letelier assassination said that he and
four other Cubans convicted in the case were used as scapegoats by Chilean military officers who
organized the assassination. [Sources: Lima-based Andean Newsletter by the Andean Commission
of Jurists, 10/07/91; La Epoca (Chile), 10/16/91, 10/18/91; El Mercurio (Chile), 10/09/91, 10/11/91,
10/12/91, 10/15/91, 10/18/91, 10/23/91, 11/01/91, 11/06/91; La Nacion (Chile), 10/09/91, 10/11/91,
10/12/91, 10/15/91, 10/22/91, 10/23/91, 10/27/91, 11/01/91, 11/06/91, 11/07/91, 11/10/91; Associated
Press, 11/18/91, 12/04/91; Spanish news service EFE, 11/10/91, 11/18/91, 11/19/91, 11/21/91; Agence
France-Presse, 10/16/91, 11/18/91, 11/19/91, 11/21/91, 12/01/91]
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